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PREFACE

. Fletcher Pratt, The Battles That Changed History (New

York : Hanover House, 1956, p. 12.

Helen Waddell, The Desert Fathers (Ann Arbor : Uni-
versity of Michigan Press, 1957), p. 35.

J. Otto Maenchen-Helfen, The World of the Huns (.Ber-
keley : University of California Press, 1973), p. xxvi.

CHAPTER 1 : MEDIEVAL WARFARE

See H. Mattingly, trans, Tacitus on Britain and Germany
(Harmondsworth : Penguin Books Ltd., 1951), p. 112.

CHAPTER 2 : THE BATTLE OF CHALONS,

. Dante, who refers to Attila as a “scourge on earth,” has

him plunged in a river of boiling., blood Inferno, XII, 135f

. Jordanes, The Origins and Deeds of the Goths, trans. by

Charleg Mierow (Princeton : Princeton University Press,
1908), pp. 39-40,

. Ammionug Marcellinus, trans. by John Rolfe, The Loeb

Classical Library (Cambridge : Harvard University
Press, 1939), IT, pp. 381-87.

J. Otto Maenchen-Helfen, The World of the Huns (Ber-
keley : University of California Press, 1973), p. 204.

They may be more precisely classified as Indo-Iranian
nomads. They were the only non Germanie p2ople of
the migration period to make important settlements in
in western Europe.

. The exact “legal” relationship of the Vandals with the

empire remaing a point of dispute, They may have cn-
joyed the status of foederati, See Frank M. Clover,
(Flaviugs Merobaudes, A Translation and Historical Com-



7‘

10.
11

-13.
14,

1.

186.

mentary,” Transactions of the American Philosophical
Society, 61 (1971), pp. 52-54.

From a fragment (Fragmenta Historicorum Graeconum)
cited by Maenchen-Helfen, The Wcrll of the Huns, p. 38.

Jordanes, The Goths, p. 57.

C.D, Gordon, The Age of Attila (Aann Arbor : Univer-
gity of Michigan Press, 1960), p. 95.

Thid., p. 96.

Thig was a title held by the leading generalg in the eas-
tern Roman Empirs, In the western empire it became
the rule in the fifth century, for only one man to have
that title. He was, therefore, the commander in chief,

“I disiegard the often told melodramatic story of the
vicious Princess Honoria, her clandsstine engagement to
Attila, and what follows from it. It has all the earnmarks
of Bvzantine court gossip.” Maenchen-Helfen, World of
the Huns, p. 20.

Jordanes, The Goths, pp. 57-58.

The Ilgcti were Germans who had been settled on lands
within the empire, In return for these lands they were
to do military service. Foederati were troops supplied
by allied peoples along the frontier who were pledged
to defend that frontier. “

Of four Frankish units listed in the Notitia Dignitatum
in c. 425, all were cavarly regiments. Ses Bernard S.
Bachrach, Merovingian Military Orgawnization (Minnea-
polis : University of Minnesota Press, 1972), p. 14.

“I refrain from trying to reconstruct the tactics of the
battle ; and such a*tempt only leads to arbitrary sup-
positions. The confused and contradictitory information
of Jordanes reveals that he himself had no undarstand-
ing of how the battle took its course.” Ulf Tackholm,

“Aetivg and the Battle on the Catalaunian Fields.” Opus-
cula Rowena, T (1969), p. 267T.

Yan
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Bernard 8. Bachrach, 4 History of the Alans in. the West
(Minneapolis : University of Minnoesota Press, 1973),
p. 66.

18 . This is how Jordanes describes the situation : “The

19.

20.

2.

4,

b R~

©

.

10.
11

\4Y

battlefield was a piain rising by a sharp slope to a ridge,
which both armies sought to gain, for advantage of
position is a great help. The Huns with their forces
seized the right side, the Romans, the visigoths and their
allies the left, and hen began a struggle for the yet un-
taken crest.” Jordanes, The Goths, p. 61.

Charles Oman in his History of the Art of War (London:
Methuen, 1898). p. 21, credits the defeat of Attila to the
Visigothic cavalry, which rode down the more lightly
armed Hunnic horsemen.

Cambridge Medieval History (Cambridge : TUniversity
Press, 1963), I, p. 398.

CHAPTER 3 : THE BATTLE OF THE YARMUK

J. J. Saunders, A History of Medieval Islam (New York:
Barnes, and Noble, 1965), p. 14

Philip K. Hitti, History of the Arabs (London : Macmil-
lan, 1970), p. 25.
Ihid., p. 19.

Andreag N, Stratos, Buzantium in the Seventh Century
(Amsterdam : Adolf M. Hakkert, 19, 2, p. 43. Also see
Hitti, Arabs, p. 286.

Hilli, Arabs, p. 145.
See the description of Khalid’s maneuver, p, 72.

Philip K. Hitti The Origins of the Islamic State, a trans-
lIation of the Kitab Futuh Al-Buldan (Beirut : Khayats,
1966), p. 211.

. Stratos, Byzantium, p. 49, n. 162,

Stratos, Byzantium, p. 47, n. 50

Hitti, Arabs, p. 150,

Omar, in Mecca, must have been confident his Arabs



13.

5.

would destroy the Byzantine army, since here at this
critical stage in the campaign he demonted Khalid, his
ablest general, and gave the command of the Arab forces
to another, See note 13.

Of such Arab allie, Edward Gibbon observed : “Their
service in the field was speedy and vigorous ; but their
friendship wag venal, their faith inconstant, their enmity
capricious.” The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire
(New York : Random House, 1932), III, p. 64

Khalid had actuflly been relieved of his command by
Omar just before the battle, but Abu Ubayda, the man
who replaced him, kept this information a secret until
vistory had been won, lest the transfer of authority
arouse dissension among the Arab cheiftains, Omar did
not doubt Khalid’s generalship, rather his lack of admi-
nistrative ability, which the conquered area would most
need in the years to come.

CHAPTER 4 THE BATTLE OF HASTINGS

Frank Stenton, Angln-Saxon England (Oxford : Claren-
don Press, 1943), p. 588,

A castle of the simple mott and bailey type is shown in
the 1957), p. 16.

A cattle of the simule motte and bailey type is shown
in the Bayeux Tapestry. The motte was a mound of
earch surmounted by a palisade and wooden keep and
girdled by a ditch. Around this was a coutyard, called
a bailey, which was in turn protected by a ditih and a
palizsade. Here the garrison had itg quarters and supplies.
Under heavy attack the men would men inside the motte
area.

The chronicler savg Harold “was pierced in the eyes,”
although this is doubted.

See G.N. Garmonswav, trans., The Anato-Saxon Chronicle
(London : J.M. Dent and Sons LEd. ,1933), p. 199.

YAA
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CHAPTER 5 : THE BATTLE OF HANTTIN

As quoted in T.SR. Boase, Kingdoms and Strongholds of
the Crusaders (London : Thames and Hudson, 1971),
p. 128,

See Charles Oman, A History of the Art of War (London:
Methuen 1898), pp. 306-14, for this quotation and those
immediately following:

Oman, Art of War, p. 67.

CHAPTER 6 : THE BATTLE OF BOUVINES

William, Eleanor's first son by Henry, died in infancy.
Four sons reached maturity : Geoffrey, Henry, Richard,
and John,

The wound was caused by a bolt shot from a crossbow.

See also J.F. Verbruggen, The Art fo Warfare in Western

Burope during the Middle Ages (New York : American

Eisevier, 1976), pp. 223-28, who suggests 5,000 or 6.000 foot
soldiers for Philip’s army, 7,500 for Otto’s.

Ibid., p. 228.
Ibid, p. 236, Verbruggen believes 169 imperial knights
were slain,

CHAPTER 7 : THE BATTLE OF CRECY

The staple was essentially the principle maket or trad-
ing center,

A son, born posthumously, died five days after birth.

One chronicler gays the rain reduced the tensile qualities
of the crossbow cords. See Charles Oman, 4 History
of the Art of War (London : Methuen, 1898), p. 610, note
1,

Edouard Perroy, The Hundred Years War (London :
Capri-corn Books, 1951), p. 119,
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14.

CHAPTER 8 : THE: BATTLE OF ANGORA.

See J. H. Sanders, trans., Tamberlane, or Timur Lhe
Great Amir, from The Arabic Life by Ahmed Ibn Arab-
shah (London : Luzac and Co., 1936), pp. 1-2.

See Walter J. Fischel, Ibn Khaldun and Tamperlane (Ber-
keley : University of California Press, 1952), p, 47.

The terms Mongol, Tatar, and Tartar are used indiseri-
minately, although Mongols and Tatars were originally
distinet tribes in Mongolia. Tartar is a corruption of
Tatar. The term was applied to Mongols by medieval
Christiang possibly because they Iooked upon these Mon-
gols ag demong from the underworld (tartarus).

Arnold Toynbee, A Study of History (abridgement of
volumes 1-7) (New York : Oxford University Press, 1946,
vol, 1, 345. :

Thomas Ollive Mabbott, ed., Collected Works of Edgar
Allen Poe (Cambridge : Harvard University Press, 1969),
vol. 1, p. 33.

Hilda Hookham, Tamburlaine the Congueror (London :
Hodder and Stoughton, 1962), p. 198,

See H. Mattingly, tarns., Tacitus on Britain and Germany
(Harmondsworth : Penguin Books Lfd., 1951), p. 80.

Edward Gibbon, The Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire (New York, Random House, 1932), vol, p. 1253.

. See Sanders, Tamerlane, pp. 300-301.
10.

11.

See Fischel Ibn Khaldun and Tamberlane, p. 35.

John Bourchier, trans., The Chronicle of Froissart
David ‘Nutt, 1903), vol. 6, p. 193 (Modernized).

See Sanders, Tamerlane, p. 173.

Michacl Prawdin, The Mongol Empire : Its Rise and
Legacy, 2nd ed. (London : G.” Allen and Unwin, 1967),
p. 495. '
Lynn Montross, War Through the Ages, rev. Ad ed. (New
York Harper, 1960), p. 219.
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